CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Therefore, we claim: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A composition comprising: 

(a) at least one of nicotinic acid or derivatives thereof; and 

(b) at le ast on e a_sterol absorption inhibitor represented by Formula 
(II): 
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or i som e rs th e reof, or pharmac e utica ll y acc e ptabl e sa l ts or solvat e s of the 
compounds of Formula ( I ) or of th e isomers th e r e of, or prodrugs of th e 
compounds of Formula ( I ) or of th e isomers, salts or so l vat e s thoroof, 
wher ei n i n Formula (I) abovo: 

Af ~ and Ar ar e i ndep e ndently sel e ct e d from the group cons i st i ng of aryl 



and R - substitut e d ary l ; 

Af i s aryl or R - substitut e d ary l ; 

X, Y and Z are i ndep e nd e ntly soloct o d from th e group consisting of 
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-GH g - , CH(lowor alkyl) and C(d il owor alky l ) ; 

2 6 

R and R are i nd e p e nd e ntly selected from tho group cons i sting of OR 7— 
0(CO)R 6 , 0(CO)OR 8 and 0(CO)NR 6 R ? f 

R and R are ind e p e nd e nt l y s e l e ct e d from the group cons i st i ng of 
hydrogen, low e r a l kyl and ary l ; 

q i s 0 or 1; 

r is 0 or 1 ; 

m, n and p are ind e p e nd e ntly s ele ct e d from 0, 1, 2, 3 or A\ prov i ded that 
at l e ast one of q and r i s 1, and th e sum of m, n, p, q and r i s 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6; 
and provided that when p is 0 and r i s 1 , the sum of m, q and n i s 1 , 2, 3, A or 5; 
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R i s 1 - 5 subst i tu e nts i nd e p e nd e nt l y s e l e ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of 
low e r alky l , OR 6 , 0(CO)R § , -0(CO)OR°, - 0(CH ^QR 6 0(CO)NR 6 R 7 T 

-^WhW* (co)rV ^ coor 6 t 

CONr V , .CO^ r-SQaNRVrS^^R 9 , 0(CH 2 ) ^ COOR 6 T 
Q(CH 2 ) 4 _ 4Q CONR 6 R 7 , -(lower alkylono)COOR 6 , CH~CH COO r V-GE^—GNt 
-N0 2 and ha l og e n; 

R i s 1 - 5 subst i tu e nts i nd e p e nd e nt l y s ele ct e d from th e group cons i sting of 
-OR 6 , 0(CO)R 6 0(CO)OR 9 , 0(CH£ ^9R* , 0(CO)NrV t -NrV t 
^ 6 (GO>rVnR 6 {GO}^^ 

GQR 6 1 -SQ 2 NR 6 R ? r S(Q) Q ^R 8 1 0(CH 2 )^ COOR 6 T 
0(CH a ^ CONR 6 R 7 , ( l owor a l ky l ono)COOR 6 and CH~CH COOR 6 f 

6 7- % 

R t-R and R ar e ind e p e nd e nt l y s ele ct e d from th e group cons i sting of 
hydrog e n, lower alky l , ary l and aryl - subst i tut e d l ow e r a l kyl; and 

R is l owor alky l , aryl or aryl -subst i tuted l ower a l ky l. 



2. (Original) The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one of nicotinic acid or derivatives thereof is selected from the group 



consisting of nicotinic acid, niceritrol, nicofuranose, acipimox and mixtures 
thereof. 

3. (Original) The composition according to claim 2, wherein the at 
least one of nicotinic acid or derivatives thereof is nicotinic acid. 

4. (Original) The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one of nicotinic acid or derivatives thereof is administered to a mammal in 
an amount ranging from about 500 to about 10,000 milligrams of nicotinic acid or 
derivatives thereof per day. 

5. (Cancel). 

6. (Currently Amended) The composition according to claim 1 , 
wherein the at le ast on e sterol absorption inhibitor is administered to a mammal 
in an amount ranging from about 0.1 to about 1000 milligrams of sterol 
absorption inhibitor per day. 

7. (Original) The composition according to claim 1 , further comprising 
at least one cholesterol biosynthesis inhibitor. 

8. (Original) The composition according to claim 7, wherein the at 
least one cholesterol biosynthesis inhibitor comprises at least one HMG CoA 
reductase inhibitor. 

9. (Original) The composition according to claim 8, wherein the at 
least one HMG CoA reductase inhibitor is selected from the group consisting of 
lovastatin, pravastatin, fluvastatin, simvastatin, atorvastatin, cerivastatin and 
mixtures thereof. 



10. (Original) The composition according to claim 9, wherein the at 
least one HMG CoA reductase inhibitor is simvastatin. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one PPAR receptor activator. 

12. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
PPAR receptor activator is at least one fibric acid derivative is selected from the 
group consisting of fenofibrate, clofibrate, gemfibrozil, ciprofibrate, bezafibrate, 
clinofibrate, binifibrate, lifibrol and mixtures thereof. 

13. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 12, wherein the at 
least one fibric acid derivative is fenofibrate. 

14. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one bile acid sequestrant. 

15. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 14, wherein the at 
least one bile acid sequestrant is selected from the group consisting of 
cholestyramine and colestipol. 

16. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one AcylCoA:Cholesterol O-acyltransferase Inhibitor. 

17. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising probucol or derivatives thereof. 

18. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one low-density lipoprotein receptor activator. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one Omega 3 fatty acid. 

20. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one natural water soluble fiber. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one of plant sterols, plant stands or fatty acid esters of plant 
stands. 

22. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one antioxidant or vitamin. 

23. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one hormone replacement therapy composition. 

24. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one obesity control medication. 

25. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one blood modifier different from the compound of Formula 
(I). 

26. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1, further 
comprising at least one cardiovascular agent different from the compound of 
Formula I. 

27. (Withdrawn) The composition according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one antidiabetic medication. 
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28. (Original) A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment or 
prevention of a vascular condition, diabetes, obesity or lowering a concentration 
of a sterol in plasma of a mammal, comprising a therapeutically effective amount 
of the composition of claim 1 and a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

29. (Original) A method of treating or preventing a vascular condition, 
diabetes, obesity or lowering a concentration of a sterol in plasma of a mammal, 
comprising the step of administering to a mammal in need of such treatment an 
effective amount of the composition of claim 1 . 

30. (Original) The method according to claim 29, wherein the vascular 
condition is hyperlipidemia. 

31. (Cancel). 

32. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic combination comprising: (a) a 
first amount of at least one of nicotinic acid or derivatives thereof; and (b) a 
second amount of a compound represented by Formula (II) below: 




(ID 



or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or solvate thereof, or prodrug of th e 
compound of Formu l a ( II ) or of tho salt or so l vate thoroof, wherein the first 
amount and the second amount together comprise a therapeutically effective 
amount for the treatment or prevention of a vascular condition, diabetes, obesity 
or lowering a concentration of a sterol in plasma of a mammal. 
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33-81. (Cancel) 




